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 Newcomer Settlement Project Welcomes New Navigator 

Newcomer settlement services remain strong in the quad-county region with the 
continuation of the Newcomer Settlement Project. ARDA, the Strait-Highland Regional 
Development Agency, and the Guysborough County Regional Development Authority 
consider the retention and successful settlement of newcomers in the region a priority and 
have been involved in newcomer settlement activities for several years. They are pleased to 
announce that Kim Lewis recently accepted the position of Regional Immigration 
Navigator for the project.  
 
The Regional Immigration Navigator provides support to newcomers as they make their 
transition to life in Canada. Kim will act as a starting point for anyone considering a move 
to the quad-county region that is Inverness, Richmond, Antigonish, and Guysborough 
counties. She will also be working with community groups, employers, and organizations 
in trying to make our communities more welcoming for newcomers.  
 
“Kim’s role is key to providing a central location where both newcomers and stakeholders 
can obtain information in relation to immigration and settlement needs,” says Alisha Grant, 
development officer at ARDA.   
 
In the coming months, she will be working on engaging newcomers in community 
activities, engaging stakeholders and businesses in welcoming newcomers, and providing 
navigation and guidance to newcomers related to general community information, 
employment, regulations, etc. Kim is particularly looking forward to launching an 
upcoming brand that will promote welcoming communities.  
 
“Providing educational opportunities on the value of diversity, and recognizing groups who 
extend our world famous hospitality to newcomers is an exciting component of the 
project,” she explains.  
 
To find out more about services for newcomers in Nova Scotia, get connected in the 
community for employment, learn how to begin the immigration process, or plan your 
move, please contact Kim Lewis at: 902-625-3929, ext. 6 or by e-mail: 
kim.lewis@immigrationnavigator.ns.ca.  
 
More information about the Newcomer Settlement Project is available at 
www.immigrationnavigator.ns.ca.  

Kim Lewis, Regional Immigration Navigator  

Antigonish for Hockeyville 2011! 

Everyone knows Antigonish has a long 
history and a strong passion for hockey; 

now its time to prove it!  
www.antigonishforhockeyville.ca  

 

The Antigonish Arena has been entered in Kraft’s Hockeyville contest. We are looking to you, to submit your photos and stories for our 
community’s Kraft Hockeyville bid.  
 
It’s a legacy in the making. It’s about pride. It’s about passion for hockey. It’s about unshakeable community spirit. Kraft Hockeyville could 
change our community forever. Not only will our community have the exclusive bragging rights that come with being crowned Kraft 
Hockeyville 2011, the strongest hockey community is also awarded prizes to help them make their mark in Canada’s hockey history. 
 
The winning community gets:  

• $100,000 from Kraft Canada dedicated to upgrading our home arena endorsed through our winning the Kraft Hockeyville bid. 

• An NHL® pre-season hockey game hosted in our community arena. 

• A CBC Hockey Night in Canada broadcast from our community relating to the event. 
 
Two communities will be chosen for the Top 10 from Atlantic Canada. The more stories submitted the better! Rally up as much support as 
possible and make our bid the strongest one out there!  
 
The deadline to submit stories is January 30th, 2011. To submit your story, visit:  www.antigonishforhockeyville.ca.  



ARDA’s Roots 

If we were to sum up in one word what we’re about, it would be this: 
Antigonish. Everything we do is about empowering the Town of Antigonish 
and the Municipality of the County of Antigonish to be a thriving place to do 
business, a great place to live, and a community of growth. We believe that 
it’s the combination of economic and community development that makes for 
a strong, sustainable future. 
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St. Andrews Community Strategic Plan  

The final plans for two 
important community 
projects are nearly 
complete. The Gateway 
Strategy for Antigonish 
and the Exhibition 
Grounds Master Plan 
are two projects that 
ARDA and Ekistics 
Planning and Design 
have been working on 
since the summer.  
 
The draft plans were 
presented to the public 
and to both town and 
county council in early 
December. Over 100 
p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d  

Gateway Strategy for Antigonish & Exhibition Grounds Master Plan 
Final plans coming soon! 

presentations and in return ARDA and Ekistics received some great comments and that feedback is now 
being incorporated into the final plans.  

ARDA Exceeds Expectations! 

Every fall, every RDA in the province under goes a performance evaluation for our federal and provincial 
funders. ARDA received the highest rating and exceeded expectations! ARDA’s written submission can be 
found online at www.antigonishrda.ns.ca/resources/publications/   

Christmas in Downtown Antigonish 

ARDA would like to congratulate the merchants of Antigonish who came together and made a coordinated 
effort in planning new Christmas activities and getting Main Street decorated for the holidays. The 
Christmas Draw for Antigonish Dollars was also a great success and ARDA was glad to be able to provide 
support to the group.  

Evolve - Economic Impact Assessment   

ARDA has been working with Events Nova Scotia and the Canadian Sport Tourism Alliance on completing 
an economic impact assessment of the Evolve Music Festival. The report should be available soon so keep an 
eye on ARDA’s website for details. ARDA is glad to hear that the festival will be coming back to Antigonish 
this summer! 

ARDA has been working with the community of St. 
Andrews to develop a strategic plan. In November, a 
survey was sent to every household to gather input 
for mission and vision statements, for an analysis of 
the community’s strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats, and to set strategic 
directions.  
 
Members of the community are encouraged to 
review the material gathered from the survey and 
provide feedback before the next step of community 
consultations. Neighborhood kitchen meetings are 
being organized to discuss this information. If you’d 
like to take part in one, contact ARDA.  Community consultation in November.  


